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The untouched beaches and denss tropical farest ot
this unihabited island off Maoorea invite exploration.

g : by Horbert Wu and Deanna Maha
Discovering wrerything yau haare heard or imagined about Tahiti ia true. Thia ia, after all,
; @ the. earthly, paradise that caused the mutiny on the. Bounty. You will flad
breathtakingly heauriful lalanda, with perfect palm tees Awaying over plak
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raveling, exploring and diving ‘lahiti ix far casier than
you might imaging. Flying there from California, landing
at the sirport at the c.\pi:a]. ['HI‘C'E'IG:. takes only three hours
more than flying w Hawail. Exploring the unigue sights
and breathtaking landscapes of the larger, more populatil
islanils is casy and I‘tasﬁﬁﬁbl‘f Frlﬂ.'d.- wilh Air Tahiti iner-
igland flights {only some
of the 118 islands are
imhalited). You can rent
cars, mu]wrk, hicycles or
clectric cars to venture
into the tewns,

Diving I:]ﬂilrlt;r"r' in
French) in Tahit is no
problem for Americans,
Dhive (1]|t'r'.lli||11m o
accept  PADI-certified
divers, in addition to the
Furopean CMAS certifi-
cation. The reefs here are
virtually untouched, the
fish life is spectacular, and
the dives are enormously
varied. In one day you
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can be in the midst of a shark-feeding frenzy and
then glide above a coral garden replete with just
about any animal you'd like to see. The natives arc
friendly, the travel is casy, and the food is good

Although French Polynesia (the formal name of
the island group) used 1o be a French territary, it
has been autonomous since 1996, Tahitian and
French are the official languages, but you will get
by jusi fine with your English, However, mosl ol
the narives in the less wuristy islands speak
Tahitian dialects, and it would definitely be useful
tiw attemmpd sanmne French, even with a bad accent.
Bt there's not much call for complex conversa-
tions when vour dave are filled with some of the
wiarld's best diving,

<Bora JBora

Bora Bora is, quite simply, the most beautiful
island | have ever seen, b it froam the air, on land
or underwater, Even the airporr at Boru Bura is an experi-
ence, It's lncated on a small igland on the outer edge of the
atoll, and you step from the plane to overlook the water. A
family of pufferfish entertain you as you wait for the cata-
maran fo fake you [rom the Arport 10 ¥oUr resort.

Far diving, there is only one pass out of the lagnon,
Teavanui Pass, and it can be a long trip (o some of the outer
reef dive sites. Dive sites ¢loser 1o the pass are more popu
lar and offer some gorgeous, relaxing diving and snorkeling

in the shallow turqueise waters of the lagoon, amid hun-
dreds of butterflyfish, parrotlish and jacks swimming
ahowve sparkling whire-sand. Manta Rays are often seen in
the lagoon, as well as moray eels and wriles. Pagle Rays are

also encountered.
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Moorea is a lovely island, with gorgeous bays, dra-
matic mountains and sunmy motus (small islands on
the atall, with sandy beaches, good for a pleasant boat
ride and a pienic lunch). It is incredibly easy to get 1o
Muorea from Papeete (a 10-minute plane ride or 30-

Mooren'’s coral reefs are well preserved and the vis-
ibility is often more than 120 feet. Regular fish-feed-

ings over the past years have
ensured a large popu nul
fish waiting for a handout,
Moorea is also the center in
French Polynesia for shark
feeding, a real dive chrill. 1f
you want the exciternent of
seecing sharks up close, this is
the place.

The shark dive site offers
clear waler with no current
and plenty of marine life. A
great shark dive features
dozens of Grey, Blacktip and
Whitetip Reel Sharks, and the
divemaster  feeding  huge
Lemon Sharks by hand. On
anather nearby sile we met
Jojo, a big friendly Mapuleon
Wrasse who allowed us 1o pet
i and hand-feed him. along
with  innumerable  heautiful
coral denizens sach ag sur-
georfish, damselfsh, buttertly
fish, parrotfish and mamny oth-
ers. Other dive sives offer rays,
moray <cls, sheals of Red
Snapper, vaverns with sleeping

Kurse Sharks and plenty of colorful coral,

Jangirea

Rangiroa is the second biggest atoll in the world, and
frm the edge of Lhe lagoon it 15 impossible W see the

opposite side. There

lagoon and the ocean,

are aomly three passes betwieen thiee
Lwice a day, the tides carry water to

and from the lagoon Uthrowgh these passes, creating suong

currents and artracting an imimenss collection of marine
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life, Rangiroa offers, in my opinion,
world-class diving. Drilt diving
through the passes is a major atirac

tion. The sensation of being swept
away of sucked into the lagoon with
hundreds of fish is unforgetiable.
Why dive anywhere else? You can see
anything you could possible want to
here: nudibranchs, Whale Sharks,
schoals of Fagle Rays (my personal

graill, schools of Grey Reef Sharks, huge schouls of fish
aml @ large, untouched atoll,
There are also plenty of macro opportunities. Crevices
chelter a multitude of fish species, making fir good photo
.. opportunitics. |he most spectacular dives are on the exter-
2 mal sides, o1 the right and left, of the Avatonu Pass, along the
» outer rim of of the reef, The Mania Rays, Grey Sharks, jacks,
0 tuna, barracuda and surgeonfish usually converge here.
Along the Tiputa Pass. you will usually sec pelogic speciess
- dolphing, Grey Sharks, White-pointers, hammerhcads and,
"% between Movember and February, Napoleons, barracndas,
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several hundred Groy Sharks gathered outside the pass,

Rangiroa's two villages, Avaloru and Tiputa, are situat-
ed on the edge of the passes. A paved twaoelane main road
connects the two villuges, with a string of islets in
between. Because of the level road and minimal traffic, it
is easy 1o hike and a good way to see the local shops.
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The island called Tahiti s the
biggest island in French Polynesia and
site of the capital, Papeete, It has the
anly international airport in French
Polynesia, so it's the arrival and depar-
ture point for most of the visitors to
the slands. Most visitors do nol spend
as much time on this island, as the hest
beaches and diving are on others,
However, Tahiti i of the same, beauti-
ful mold as its sister islands. Jungle-
covered mountaing rise up in the inte-
rior and both back and white-sand
Beaches rim its voleanic shares,

Inn Paperte, there is an exotic cultug
al mix of Polynesian, Asian and
European peoples. toods and goods.
Crcat restaurants and dark, steamy
clubs on small hack sirecis are the
norm. There are also outdoor markets
and food stalls, selling the freshest local
produce, fish and tasty, local dishes.

In my opinion, lahiti 15 a great des
linalion just on Uhe horigon of becom-
ng well-known, Greal 4|i\'in{:, lazamii=
ful scemery and perhaps best of all,
untouched and awaiting discovery, o

Dedicated to Tahiti

& Her Islands.

wer U past 18 yeurs, Trip-
NIIF BER eRrned A Pepu-
tallon for arranging sie-

eessiul and problem froe dive trips

throughoul the Pacific,

= We put more divers in the Pacific
Lhan all Amerienn divisUravel
aperators combined.

= Our knowledge and experience
fAr BUTPRERAR AThOE divi/traval
aperalors

= All of nur stalf visit and dive the
Pacifie, which means vou'll be
waorking with o rcal professional.

Ho when planning your nexi dive

vineation, let the experts al Trip-N-

Tour luke care of all the details,
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Call taday for our FREE 40

page full-color dive brochura!
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For your own shark Fl.'l.'r.{. contact ene of our lishiti dive experts. t=
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[ Besutiful bayside resort
| aumdete with pol,

vl alivilen,
sandy beach, Tiki b
and tha hest sunaet.
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1-800-331-DIVE

(305} 451-3020 - Fan (305) 451-9240
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