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The untodched beaches and dense tropical forest of
1his unihabited istand off Moorea invite exploration.

by Norbert Wu and Deanna Maha

werything you have heard or imagined about Tohiti ia true. Thia ia, after all,

the earthly paradise. that caused. the. mutinyg an the. Bounty. Youw will find
hreathtakingly beautiful islands, with perfect palm trees swaylng aver plak
caral aand heachen. There are gorgeouws, tanned, heauriful young women of the
Palyneslan ararlesy ainerphert - And yea, young: gargaain, tanalng, “tapleas
females. of the. Eurapean arariety alsa abaund. There are lncredibly lovely atolla
ringed by azure. hlue lagoons.



raveling, exploring and diving ‘Lshiti is far casier than  in the shallow turquoise waters of the lagoon, amid hun-
you might imaging. Flying there from California, landing  dreds of butterflyfish, parrotfish and jacks swimming
at the airport at the capital, Papeete, Lakes only three hours  above sparkling white-sand. Manta Rays are often seen in
more than flying to Hawaii, Exploring the unique sights the lagoon, as well as moray eels and turtles. Fagle Rays are

and breathtaking landscapes of the larger, more populated  also encountered,
islands is easy and reasonably priced, with Air Tahiti inter-

island flights (only some OWOGP‘M
of the 118 islands are
inhabited). You can rent
cars, mopeds, bicydles or
clectric cars to venture
into the towns.

Diving (plongée in
French) in Tahiti is no
problem for Americans.
Dive operations now
accept  PADI-certified
divers, in addition to the
European CMAS certifi-
cation. The reefs here are
virtually untouched, the
fish life is spectacular, and
the dives are enormously
varied. In one day you
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can be in the midst of a shark- feeding frenzy and
then glide above a coral garden replete with just
about any animal you'd like to see. The natives are
friendly, the travel is casy, and the food is goad.

Although French Polynesia (the formal name of
the island group) used to be a French territary, il
has been autonomous since 1996. Tahitian and
French are the official languages, bul you will get
by just fine with your English. However, mosL of
the natives in the less touristy islands speak
Tahitian dialects, and it would definitely be useful
to attempt sume French, even with a bad accent,
Bt there's not much call for complex conversa-
tions when vour days are filled with some of the
world's best diving,

Bora Bora

Bora Bora is, quite simply, the most beautiful
island 1 have ever seen, be il [rom the air, on land

i

2a.

Moorea is a lovely island, with gorgeous bays, dra-
matic mountains and sunny motus (small islands on
the atoll, with sandy beaches, good for a pleasant boat
ride and a pienic lunch). It is incredibly easy to get to
Moorea from Papeete (a 10-minute plane ride or 30-

Moorea's coral reefs are well preserved and the vis-
ibility is often more than 120 fect. Regular fish-feed-

ings over the past years have
ensured a large population of
fish waiting for a handout.
Moorea is also the center in
French Polynesia for shark
feeding, a real dive thrill, 1f
you want the excitement of
seeing sharks up close, this is
the place.

The shark dive site offers
clear waler with no current
and plenty of marine life, A
great shark dive fealures
dozens ol Grey, Blacktip and
Whitetip Reef Sharks, and the
divemaster  feeding  huge
Lemon Sharks by hand. On
another nearby sile we met
Jojo, a big friendly Napoleon
Wrasse who allowed us to pet
him and hand-feed him, along
with innumerable beautiful
coral denizens such as sur-
geonfish, damselfish, butterfly
fish, parrotfish and many oth-
ers. Other dive sites offer rays,
moray eels, shoals of Red
Snapper, caverns with sleeping

or underwater, Even the airport at Bora Bora is an experi-  Nurse Sharks and plenty of colorful coral.

ence. Tt's located on a small island on the outer edge of the s

atoll, and you step from the plane to overlook the water. A & iroa

family of pufferfish entertain you as you wait for the cata- Rangiroa is the second biggest atoll in the world, and
maran to take vou [rom the airport to your resort. from the edge of the lagoon it is impossible o see the

For diving, there is only one pass out of the lagnon, opposite side. ‘I'here are only three passes between the
Teavanui Pass, and it can be a long trip Lo some of the outer lagoon and the ocean. Twice a day, the tides carry water to
reef dive sites. Dive sites closer ta the pass are more popu-  and from the lagoon through these passes, crealing strong

lar and offer some gorgeous, relaxing diving and snorkeling

currents and attracting an immense collection of marine
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life. Rangiroa offers, in my apinion,
world-class diving. Drift diving
through the passes is a major allrac-
tion. The scnsation of being swept
away or sucked into the lagoon with
hundreds of fish is unforgettable.
Why dive anywhere else? You can see
anything you could possible want to
here: nudibranchs, Whale Sharks,
schools of Eagle Rays {my persanal

grail), schools of Grey Reef Sharks, huge schools of fish
and a large, untouched aloll.
There are also plenty of macro opportunities, Crevices
shelter a multitude of fish species, making for good photo
opportunities. The most spectacular dives are on the exter-
= nual sides, or the right and left, of the Avatoru Pass, along the
«. outer rim of of the reef. The Manta Rays, Grey Sharks, jacks,
“ tuna, barracuda and surgeonfish usually converge here.
~ Along the Tiputa Pass, you will usually see pelagic species:
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dolphins, Grey Sharks, White-pointers, hammerheads and,
% between November and February, Napoleons, barracudas,
% Manta Rays and Leopard Rays. Occasionally, you can see
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several hundred Grey Sharks gathered outside the pass.

Rangirog's two villages, Avatoru and Tiputa, are situat-
ed on the edge of the passes. A paved two-lane main road
connects the two villages, with a string of islets in
between. Because of the level road and minimal traffic, it
is easy to bike and a good way to see the local shops.
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The island called Tahiti is the
biggest island in French Polynesia and
site of the capital, Papeete, It has the
only international airport in French
Polynesia, so it’s the arrival and depar-
ture point for most of the visitors to
the islands. Most visitors do not spend
as much time on this island, as the best
beaches and diving are on others,
However, Tahiti is of the same, beauti-
ful mold as its sister islands. Jungle-
covered mountains rise up in the inte-
rior and both black and while-sand
beaches rim its volcanic shores.

In Papeete, there is an exotic cultur
al mix of Polynesian, Asian and
BEuropean peoples, foods and goods.
Great restaurants and dark, steamy
clubs on small back streets are the
norm. There are also outdoor markets
and food stalls, selling the freshest local
produce, fish and tasty, local dishes.

In my opinion, Tahiti is a great des-
Lination just on the horizon of becom-
ing well-known. Great diving, heauti-
ful scenery and perhaps best of all,
untouched and awaiting discovery, e
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ted to Tahiti
& Her Islands.

ver the past 18 years, Trip-
Nilour has earned a repu-
tation for arranging sue-

cessful and problem free dive trips

throughoul the Pacific.

* We put more divers in the Pacifie
than ull Ameriean dive/dravel
aperators eombined.

* Our knowledge and experience
far surpasses other dive/travel
operators,

All of our staff visit and dive the
Pacifie, which means you’ll be
worling with a real professional.
o when planning your next dive
vacation, let the experts at Trip-N-
Tour lake care of all Lhe details,

TRIPNIOUR

Your Dive/Travel Experts of the Pacific

1-800-348-0842

email: infoi@lrip-n-lour.com
WWW! u-toureom

Call today for our FREE 48
page full-color dive brochure!

For your own shark feed, contact one of our ‘lahiti dive experts.

Iﬂiv‘ Nl‘- For more information on Tahiti and Her
A00-60 _mm[’; [51&11(.15, visit our Website at
www.Go ToTahiti.com.
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Dive Capt. Slate’'s

Barracuda/Eel Feedings * Fish 1.D. Classes * Underwater Weddings
Cutter Wreck Dives * Snorkeling/Glassbottom Boat
CALL AND ASE Ls ABOUT

THe BesST YiLle N oiViNG 1N AMsRICA'S OWN BACK XiRo
JOHN Prlie KaMEP PARK

Y Duptuia Shats
| ATLANTIS
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complete with

watersport activities,
sandy beach, Tiki bar
and the best sunsets,

KEY LARGO’S
CAFT. SLATE'S ATLANTIS DIVE CEXTER
1-800-331-DIVE

(305) 451-2020 - Fax (305) 451-9240
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